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Why Residential College?

The University of Minnesota’s Residential College began operation in 1994 as the
University’s first living-learning program. The premise of Residential College is that
positive cognitive and affective outcomes for traditional-age undergraduate students are
most influenced by

* Student-student interaction involving substantive academic content
* Student-faculty interaction involving substantive academic content

Because students spend more time in their residence than at any other locations,
placing students who live together in classes together should increase student-student
interactions related to course material. Small group classes (freshman seminars) should
enhance student-faculty interaction.

Residential College First-Year Seminars—Fall 2002

Alchemy, Magic and Chemistry, Louis H. Pignolet, Chemistry

Ethics of Using Animals for Biochemical Research, Peter A. Santi, Otolaryngology

Humans and the Earth, Murray Jensen, General College

Living in the Electronic Information Age, Walt Jacobs, General College

“Mother” in the Visual Arts, Diane Katsiaficas, Art

Reading Machiavelli’s Discourse, Harvey Sarles, Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature
The Science and Aesthetics of Color, Marvin L. Marshak, Physics

Social Diversity in the Shadows of Hate, Geoffrey Maruyama, Education and Judith Puncochar,
For further information about Human Relations

Residential College, please Understanding the Creationism-Evolution Controversy, Randy Moore, General College
contact: Scott Gilbert, Assistant : . . .
Water, Water Everywhere, But Not a Drop to Drink, Kristopher McNeill, Chemistry

Director, 612-625-3471
Residential College Outcomes
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Non-seminar 2.83 7188 0.81 1337 5989 7326 18.3%
Seminar 2.95 2826 0.76 406 2420 2826 14.4%
Faculty seminar 3.02 2217 0.73 305 1912 2217 13.8%
Residential seminar 3.06 197 0.62 14 183 197 7.1%
Developmental seminar 2.59 507 0.84 100 407 507 19.7%

Total 2.86 10014 0.80 1743 8409 10152 17.2%



